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On Thanksgiving'this boy’s . ne 
parents will be thankful for 
an amazing miracle. Page8. —_,, 
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MINI MEMOS 


It is time to review the true purpose of the orig- 
inal Thanksgiving Day. After many months of 
gruelling hardship, in fact, months of struggling to 
survive, hope finally burst into the lives of our fore- 
fathers. God had heard their prayers and blessed 
their labors. He had miraculously preserved them 
from the threatening Indians and hunger. In fact, 
some of the Indians became their friends and 
assisted them in acquiring a bountiful harvest. 
With grateful hearts, they set aside the day of 
Thanksgiving so all could ‘‘continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with thanksgiving’’ (Col. 4:2). 

The Body of Christ has undergone a similar ex- 
perience. For several decades the intense pressure 
of the world threatened to defeat the children of 
God. Their efforts to conquer an unsaved world 
with the message of salvation seemed futile. ‘‘God 
is dead’’, the world cried. Prayer was forbidden in 
the public schools. Our streets were filled with re- 
belling, godless youth. The deathly hand of drugs 
was crushing out the very life of the new genera- 
tion. 

Suddenly, a new breath from Heaven swept 
across our land. Young people turned to God; they 
accepted Christ. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
became their portion. Their hearts filled with a lov- 
ing, Spirit-motivated, yieldness to God. The revival 


fires continue to spread today. Thousands are com- 
ing to Christ. God’s children are harvesting the re- 
sults of many years of seeding God’s Word in tears. 
Now we can come rejoicing and proclaim, ‘‘But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ’? (I Cor. 15:57). 
Praise the Lord, this is the greatest Thanksgiving 
Day of our lives! ‘‘O come, let us sing unto the 
Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation. Let us come before His presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him 
with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods’’ (Psa. 95:1-3). 

As we rejoice over God’s moving in our land, let 
us not forget to add our personal thanksgiving. 
May we acknowledge God’s goodness and express 
sincere gratitude. The Psalmist reminded us, ‘‘Be- 
cause thy loving kindness is better than life, my lips 
shall praise thee’ (Psa. 63:3). Our Heavenly Father 
has bestowed upon us His love and grace and pro- 
vided salvation through His only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. He has extended His divine healing 
touch to each of us. Surely, ‘‘The blessing of the 
Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with 
it’’ (Prov. 10:22). 


By Dr. Charles Duarte 


The Western Hemisphere 
Church and Mission Leadership 
Conference, scheduled for Nov. 1-8 
in Caracas, Venezuela will be at- 
tended by President, Rolf K. Mc- 
Pherson and International and Na- 
tional Board Members. 


Newly appointed Directors of 
Youth Ministries for the So. Califor- 
nia District are Ken and Terry Hart, 
1976 graduates of LIFE Bible Col- 
lege. 

General Supervisor, M. E. 
Nicholls, was a guest speaker at the 
annual Foursquare Convention of 
Ecuador held in Guayaquil, Ecua- 
dor. Dr. Nicholls will also minister 
in Foursquare Churches in South 
and Central America. 

The South Central District Con- 
vention was held in Albuquerque, 
N.M., recently, with Rev. Jack 
Hayford and Rev. and Mrs. Al 
Chaves, guest speakers. 


ADVANCE 


Official Publication of the International Church of the ‘Foursquare Gospel, 
1100 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 90026 


President, Rolf K. McPherson 

Editor, Margaret Gomez 

Editorial Consultant, Wilbur Waldron, Jr 
Business Manager, Vincent R. Bird 


The annual Convention of the 
American Association of Bible Col- 
leges, held in Chicago, IIl., Oct. 
28-30, was attended by President, 
Rolf K. McPherson, LIFE Execu- 
tive Director, N.M. Van Cleave, 
and Dean of Instruction, William 
Cochrane. A new IBM Word Pro- 
cessing Center, including a com- 
puter Time-Sharing-Terminal for 
business processing has recently 
been installed in LIFE Bible Col- 
lege. The initial payment, remodel- 
ing facilities and the first month’s 
lease was paid for by the LIFE 
Alumni Association. 


Pastor Wayman Mitchell reports 
that Dedication Services were held 
for the enlarged facilities of the 
Prescott, Az. Foursquare Church. 


The Glendale, Ca. Foursquare 
Church celebrated its 40th Anni- 
versary on Oct. 10, reports Pastor 
Jim Hayford. 


The month of November will find 
Church Growth and Evangelism Di- 
rector, Donald L. McGregor, con- 
ducting seminars for the Eastern 
District at Camp McPherson in 
Ohio and the Gettysburg, Pa. Four- 
square Church, as well as River- 
side, Ca. and Wichita, Kans. Divi- 
sions. 


PRESENT WITH THE LORD 

Winifred M. Brunett, Christine 
Carlson, Ruth Peacock, Otto G. 
Risser, Angelina Tanzola. 

The Foursquare Organization 
joins its Pentecostal brothers in ex- 
pressing a deep sense of loss in the 
passing of Bishop Samuel Martin 
Crouch, Sr. on August 14, 1976. 
Bishop Crouch, a Church of God in 
Christ minister and leader in the 
Pentecostal world for many years, 
pastored in the Los Angeles, Ca. 
area since 1931. His earlier years of 
ministry were spent in Texas. [4] 
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INSIDE OUR FOURSQUARE FAMILY 


BICENTENNIAL 


REFLECTIONS: 
“Old Fashioned” Day 

The congregation of the 
Melvin, Ill. Foursquare Church 
participated in an “Old 
Fashioned” Day by attending 
church services dressed in the 
costumes of famous, early 
Americans or in the fashions of 
the past century. Some garments 
worn were over 100 years old. 

A pump organ dating back to 
1884 was played to accompany 
the “old fashioned” song service. 
Many domestic items, dating 
back to the last century were 
displayed. Pastor Forrest Toliver 
delivered an “old fashioned” 
message from God’s Word. 


Naming of ‘‘Old Glory”’ 
A Family Heritage 


Taken from an old newspaper 
is this account of the naming of 
the United States flag as “Old 
Glory.” The sea captain named in 
this article was a great uncle of 
the late Workman Driver, whose 
widow, the former Faye 
Kaufman, is the aunt of Eli 
Kaufman, member of the Muir, 
Pa. Foursquare Church. 


““Old Glory’, a popular name 
for the U.S. flag, is credited to 
Captain William Driver 
(1803-1886), a sea captain at 
Salem, Massachusetts, in 1831. 

“The captain and his ship, 
‘Charles Doggett’, were about to 
sail for the South Seas when a 
group of admiring young ladies 
presented him with a large 
American flag. Ina simple 
ceremony, Captain Driver raised 
the flag to the masthead and as it 
unfurled, exclaimed, ‘I'll call her 
Old Glory, boys, Old Glory’.” 


God and Country Emphasis 


For a period of several 
months, the congregation of the 
Haskell, Tx., Foursquare Church 
participated in special 
bicentennial activities. Sparking 
the emphasis was acontest 
conducted among the church’s 
children. Points were given for 
faithfulness and Bible study. At 
the close, the winners were 
named “Miss Star-Spangled 
Banner” and “Mr. Yankee Doodle 
Dandy” and were awarded free 
camp registrations. 

The congregation was 
reminded of their spiritual 
heritage as the various phases of 
the, Foursquare Gospel were 
stressed each week. Pastor 
Charles Kardokus also reports 
that a Bible Marathon was 
conducted. 


1976 High School Graduate 
Looks For America 


| looked for America. 

| found it was gone. 

The old generation, 

Had not passed it on. 

The new generation, 

Had stopped up their ears. 

And they couldn’t see, 

Through the flood of their tears. 


For two hundred years 
American pride 

“In Freedom I'll live, 

or for Freedom I'll die.” 
And now at the end, 
Americans, Cry! 

“The land that we love 
Is beginning to die.” 


| looked once again 

For America’s song, 

The one I'd not heard 

For ever so long. 

| looked through the country, 
| listened with care. 

And though it was faint, 

| found it was there. 


We stand for freedom, 
Justice and right. 

We stand for these, 

And for these we will fight. 
Growing and changing, 
We’re second to none. 
And under our God 

Our Nation is One. 


Jack Hayford, III 


CHURCH: 


“Paid In Full’’ 
Note Burning Service 


It was a day of celebration for 
the Panorama City, Ca. 
Foursquare Church, recently, 
when the congregation publicly 
acknowledged God’s miracle 
supply of a $5,000 gift which 
paid off the existing loan on the 
church property. Present for this 
special occasion was So. Calif. 
District Supervisor, Paul E. 
Jones, reports Pastor Fred 
Barber. 


YOUTH: 


Cadets Participate In 
Practical Christianity 


The Cadets of the Kansas City, 
Mo. Foursquare Church recently 
participated in a Fund Raising 
Project to raise funds for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Foundation. 
Through their efforts, and under 
the leadership of Mr. and Mrs. 
Milton Wood, $57.30 was raised 
for the foundation. 


Cadets Knighted 


Whispering Oaks Camp in 
Buffalo Gap, Tx. was the scene 
of a Cadet Advancement Service 
at which time the following 
South Central District Cadets 
were knighted: Melanie 
Kardokus,: Brenda Bechtold, 
Tammy Smoke, Rhonda Freeman 
and Bill Stone. Other Cadets 
were promoted to the ranks of 
Lancer, Page and Squire. (4 
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Sister McPherson praying for 
the sick in 1925 revival, San 
Diego's Balboa Park. 


Know Your Heritage 


_ == Why Do We 
4 Call Ourselves 
nares “Foursquare?” 


By Jack W. Hayford 
Pastor, Van Nuys, Ca. Foursquare Church 


(Condensed from a message delivered at the 


® Foursquare Youth Leadership Congress, July 


1976.) 


Let’s talk about the term “Foursquare.” First, 
there is a symbolism in the term. The symbol- 
ism bears on a message that was being preached 
by Aimee Semple McPherson [founder of the 
Foursquare Organization], in 1922 in Oakland, 
California, from the book of Ezekiel. She was 
preaching on Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of 
God where Ezekiel saw [four] strange creatures 
(Ezek. 1:4-10). They are called the “cherubim.” 
The cherubim sound impossible to describe 
without thinking of them as grotesque, but in 
fact, they are exceedingly beautiful. A cherub 
has four faces and is reflective of God’s glory. 

The basic message that Sister McPherson 
preached that day, using Ezekiel’s vision as a 
text is the message that we call the “Foursquare 
Gospel.” But, she had never really called it that 
before, although she had been preaching for 
several years. The heart of that message is the 
heart of the basic message we teach. Firstly, 
that Jesus Christ is the Savior; He is the only 
way of salvation. 


When we talk about Jesus as the Savior, it 
means that the Lord Jesus not only brings us 
into right relationship with God, but His 
ministry is working salvation, life and power 
toward us, continuously. He is my Savior on 
an ongoing, continual, delivering way. 


Foursquare wholeness 


Secondly, He is the Baptizer with the Holy 
Spirit and becomes the source of everything 
that has to do with the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. He is the One who gives the initial ex- 
perience and who will constantly cause the 
flow of the Holy Spirit to transpire in you on a 


4 


continuous basis, bringing an expanding and 
extending revelation of the ministry of the 
Spirit of God in you and a flow and 
development of spiritual fruit and gifts. When 
we speak of Jesus as the Baptizer, we are not 
just talking about a onetime experience. 


Jesus, as the Healer, is not only the One 
who is in the miracle-working business today 
(because He is a changeless Lord), but He is 
the One who is committed to completion and 
wholeness in every part of our lives. I wish 
that every believer could get disassociated 
from the word “holiness” in terms of their sal- 
vation, and get it associated to Jesus as Healer, 
because the whole idea of holiness has to do 
with the Lord making us complete or “whol- 
ly.” The definition of “holiness” as it ascribes 
to God is that attribute of God by which He 
insures the integrity of His being. That means 
that because God is holy, He will never be 
reduced to any less. It is impossible to His 
nature to be anything else, but to be complete- 
ly Him. 

Now, I want to tell you, lovingly, as 
important as it is to contend for and to believe } 
in [divine] healing (I believe that we are to 
believe for healing and to anoint with oil in the 
Name of the Lord, lay hands on the sick and 
they will recover), it’s equally a limited appli- 
cation if we can’t look at the healing ministry 
of Jesus that is committed to bringing whole- 
ness to families, to marriages, to personalities, 
to minds, to bodies and He’s a miracle-work- 
ing Lord. 


Ezekiel’s foursquare vision 


I think that everybody is fully aware that the 
fourth phase—Jesus the Coming King, has to 
do with His future rule, His dominion on the 
earth. Again, we are into an area where an 
enormous number of people only think of Jesus 
[as Coming King] as someone with future possi- 
bilities, when the fact is that Jesus said, “the 
kingdom of God is within you.” But, as the 
King, there is a very real reality of His coming 
Kingdom. 

Foursquare is not a handful of experiences in 
a lifetime, it is a pattern of life that is committed 
to a Person, and His name is Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. When Sister McPherson was 
preaching on the vision of Ezekiel, she said that 
she saw in the faces of the Cherubim a symbolic 
expression of the Lord Jesus. She saw the face of 
a man, the face of a lion, the face of an ox and 
the face of an eagle. She said that in the face of 
the man she saw: Him who came—“the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us”; the Son 
of man; the One who came to bear our sins, to 
die for us. 


In the face of the lion, Sister McPherson saw: 
The King of beasts, the mighty Lion; the One 


who is the mighty Baptizer with the Holy 
Spirit, who has come as the Scripture says, “the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5) to lead 
His troops in victory, to give power for pene- 
trating the foes of darkness. 


A forthright, honest Gospel 


Sister McPherson saw in the face of the ox, 
the Burden Bearer, the creature who bears the 
burden of the load. She saw Him who came and 
who bore not only our sins and iniquities, but 
our pains and sicknesses (Isa. 53:4,5). 

In the face of the eagle she saw Him who is 
coming again like the Mighty Creature of the 
skies that will suddenly without warning, 
sweep down and swoop upon His prey and 
snatch it and carry it back to its nest. Sister 
McPherson saw in the face of Him who has 
promised, “If I go. . .I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself...” and that at His 
coming He will suddenly come down and 
snatch away His Church to be with Him for- 
evermore. She said she saw this as the picture of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Scripture states that 
the glory of God is revealed in the face of Jesus 
Christ (II Cor. 4:6). As she saw this, all of a 
sudden she saw it as the complete Gospel. In- 
stantly, the power of the Holy Spirit began to 
fill that auditorium (there were about 10,000 
[8,000] present) and she spoke these words, 
“Why it’s the Foursquare Gospel!” Those words 
electrified everyone present, by the power of 
the Spirit, as they heard this full-orbed, well- 
rounded presentation of the full glory of Jesus, 
the Son of God, and the fullness that He offers. 
Everyone in the auditorium understood the 
word “Foursquare” which was common in 
usage at that time. It meant “honest,” “forth- 
right,” “up front.” The auditorium began to fill 
with praise as people praised God. For many 
minutes to follow, there was that real sense that 
God, by His Spirit, was saying something 
special on that occasion. 

During this campaign they formed what they 
called the Foursquare Evangelistic Association. 
It was an association of people who were com- 
mitted to a message. Over a thousand people 
(hundreds of them were pastors of churches 
from different denominations) signed [a state- 
ment of doctrine and purpose] and said, “we 
are committed to this message.” You can go 
back and find papers and newspapers of that 
day and they report Baptist, Presbyterian and 
Congregational Churches—all kinds, advertis- 
ing in big letters, “Preaching the Foursquare 
Gospel.” This [commitment] was a view of 
Jesus and a willingness to walk in the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit and proclaim the whole person 
and power of Jesus Christ. That’s the symbol- 
ism as seen in Ezekiel’s vision—Jesus Christ the 
Savior, Baptizer with the Holy Spirit, Healer 
and Soon Coming King! ql 


DENVER, COLORADO REVIVAL CAM- 
PAIGN, 1921 MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 


“Even though we had been expecting and 


planning for it, it was a shock to the writer ig 


[Aimee Semple McPherson] when she entered 
the building to see the great number of beds, 


scores and scores of them, placed row on row in }- 


front of the platform. Many of those invalids 
lying upon their death beds were still unsaved. 
Scores of invalids raised their hands for prayer 
at the end of the message. 

“The following comments regarding this 
service appeared in the Denver Post and were 
made by Albert W. Stone, Reporter: 

They were spread out before the great organ in 
fan-shaped formation. Cots, stretchers, adjustable 
invalid chairs, beds—every conceivable kind of 
furniture designed to hold and add a mite of com- 
fort to the hard lot of a cripple or an invalid. 

On every side was the audience—12,000 
strong —filling to capacity the main floor, balcon- 
ies and galleries. 

The healing session was one of the most impres- 
sive of the revival services. It was literally a ‘‘re- 
vival of bodies’’ for many of the victims. Person 
after person rose from their cots and declared 
themselves healed as their hands and faces were 
lifted heavenward. 

For two hours and forty minutes Mrs. McPher- 
son labored. When she declared a recess every cot 
patient had been reached.’’ 


(Taken from the book, This Is That.) 


Suddenly the world has taken a renewed in- 
terest in the life of Aimee Semple McPherson. 
Would you like to read the fascinating story of 
this world-renowned Evangelist and the world- 
wide Gospel ministry she founded which con- 
tinues to expand 32 years after her death? You 
may by ordering anyone of the following 
books: 

1. This is That, by Aimee Semple McPher- 
son, $3.00. 

The author shares her life story as well as 
many details of early campaigns and sermons. 

2. The Story of My Life, by Aimee Semple 
McPherson, $5.95. 

Based on a recently found manuscript, 
Mrs. McPherson gives her own account of her 
disputed kidnapping, of the public clamor that 
followed, and of her total exoneration in a Los 
Angeles courtroom. 

3. The Foursquare Gospel, compiled by Dr. 
Raymond L. Cox, $1.75, paperback. 

(A record by Aimee Semple McPherson, 
sharing her life story, is also available. Price 
$5.98.) 


Order From and Make Checks Payable to: 
YE FOURSQUARE BOOKSHOPPE 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 


ADVANCE 5 


FOURSQUARE 
WORLD 


Sister McPherson offers prayer 
for physically afflicted. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH 


The speaker 
stopped mid- 
message while a 
high school 
cheerleader ran 
to the altar. 


Music is an important arm of 
ministry in the Ojai Church. 


One Small Town + One Healthy Church 
= An Important Community Role 


I would like to see at least 100 people in 
every Foursquare Church.” 

These words, spoken several years ago at a 
Southern California District Conference by 
District Supervisor, Paul E. Jones, served as a 
challenge to Reverend Ruby Mae Savage, 
pastor of the Ojai, California Foursquare 
Church. At this time the attendance of the Ojai 
Church was averaging between 60 and 75 in the 
Sunday morning service and 40 to 50 in the 
Sunday evening service. “I thought,” relates 
Miss Savage, “that should be an easy thing. 
There is no reason why we shouldn't have at 
least 100 in our services.” 

The Ojai Foursquare Church was pioneered 
in 1937 by Reverend Maybelle Reel with the 
late Reverends Flay Walker and Johnny Glea- 
son following Miss Reel as pastors. It was at the 
time of Reverend Gleason’s pastorate that God 
spoke to Sister Savage regarding Ojai. 

Serving as an evangelist in the South Central 
District, one day, while in prayer, God laid a 
burden on Miss Savage's heart for Ojai. Not 
knowing, positively, where Ojai was (she 
thought it was somewhere in California) she 
knew that her friends, the Gleasons were pas- 
toring the Ojai Foursquare Church, so she 
prayed for them. Later she remarked to her 
pianist that she would be going to Ojai, some- 
day, and gave it no more thought. 


Feeing compelled to immediately return to 
her home in Los Angeles, she discovered, upon 
her arrival, that Reverend Gleason had visited 
her home inquiring of her whereabouts. He 
desired that she serve as supply pastor in the 
Ojai Foursquare Church for a period of six 
months. Reverend Gleason had recently lost his 
wife, Gertrude, and was in poor physical 
health, himself, requiring hospitalization. Feel- 
ing directed by God to fill this supply pastorate, 
Miss Savage realized that God had already pre- 
pared her to minister in Ojai while she was in 
prayer in the South Central area of the country. 
She, relates, with a smile, that the initial six 
months of supply pastoring extended into 29 
years. 
After reading the book, “Like A Mighty 
Wind” by Mel Tari, which tells the story of the 
revival in Indonesia, Miss Savage felt an urge to 
visit the small town on the island of Timor 
where the revival began. Everywhere Miss 
Savage traveled, she was impressed with the 
spirit of praise in evidence among the people. 
“As the people praised the Lord, the Lord was 


in their midst and performed mighty works,” 
she tells. Sister Savage believes that the Lord 
opened the door for this trip in order to show 
her the power of praise. 


Wren Reverend Savage returned to Ojai, she 
had a new appreciation for praise, and she be- 
gan to lead the congregation in praise and wor- 
ship unto the Lord. “And this is when the Lord 
began to move,” she declares. “The Lord in- 
habits the praises of His people and when He is 
present things happen!” And things began to 
happen in the Ojai Church. People began 
getting saved, filled with the Holy Spirit and 
healed. 

Ojai is a small rural town of 6,000 people and 
is known as a retirement area. Located in Ven- 
tura County, Ojai is nestled in a valley sur- 
rounded by beautiful mountains. About 85 
miles north of Los Angeles and 15 miles east of 
Ventura, Ojai has 15 churches, but only one 
other Pentecostal church which is actually 
located in the next town. 

As the people began to pray and praise the 
Lord, the attendance began to increase. During 
one service the guest speaker stopped in the 
middle of his salvation message and stated that 
he felt that someone wanted to get saved. At 
that moment, a beautiful teenage girl responded 
and almost ran to the altar. This young lady, a 
cheerleader in the local high school, testifies 
that although she thought she had so much, yet 
she felt something was missing. Upon entering 
the sanctuary the night of her first visit, she felt 
a love she had never known before. 

Soon after, a young man, a member of the 
high school football team, attended for the first 
time on a Sunday morning and accepted Christ 
as his Savior. Another young girl, who was in- 
volved in a serious automobile accident, ac- 
cepted Christ and later brought her sister, who 
was deeply involved in witchcraft, to the 
church. This sister also accepted Christ. 


As these young people were saved (there 
were few young people in the church prior to 
this), they began to share what God had done 
for them with their families and friends. From 
the onset, young people (many who had been 
on drugs), visited the church and were con- 
verted. Eight members of one family accepted 
Christ and seven members of another. 

The youth did not begin attending the church 
as a result of an organized effort to win the 
youth of the community to Christ; it began to 


happen as the youth began to share with their 
friends on a one-to-one basis. One young man 
expressed to a friend, “Let's get 60 young people 
in our services,” Pastor Savage relates, “The 
young people were so inspired and burdened 
that this drove them out to tell their friends 
what they had found and it wasn’t long before 
the church was filled with young people.” 

Pastor Savage has set aside the Sunday even- 
ing service as a Youth Service with the young 
people testifying and presenting special music. 
If you were to visit the Ojai Church (seats ap- 
proximately 125) on a Sunday evening, you 
would find more than half of the sanctuary 
filled with young people. Before the service 
officially begins, the congregation begins sing- 
ing spontaneously with several instruments, the 
piano and organ, accompanying the singing. A 
spirit of expectancy permeates the “old fash- 
ioned” Evangelistic Service. At the close, the 
altars are filled with young people who have 
responded to the invitation to accept Christ, as 
well as those seeking God and interceding for 
the souls of their friends and loved ones. 

Prayer and fasting are also an important part 
of the Ojai Church, for Pastor Savage believes 
that there are some things God will not do apart 
from fasting. Wednesday is the regular day of 
fasting in the Church, but the congregation is 
also encouraged to participate in longer periods 
of fasting. 


A regular Prayer and Bible Study is con- 
ducted on Wednesday evenings, but prayer 
begins at 6 a.m. with a Men’s Prayer Group 
meeting before the men go to work. Ladies 
Groups meet at 7 and 9 a.m. 

It wasn’t long before the church reached their 
goal of 100 in attendance. The church is now 
averaging between 100 and 125. Because of this 
increase, it will necessitate a move to larger 
facilities. The city will not permit them to en- 
large their facilities, as they have no additional 
parking area available, so they must relocate. 
This brings about another miracle in the Ojai 
Church. 


Pastor Savage, baptizing new convert, is assisted by Rev. Sidney _ 
Baxter. Youth drummer and pianist contribute to lively Gospel music 


ike years ago, the church located two acres 
of land in a new area, only a mile from the 
heart of town. However, the property was not 
for sale. Nevertheless, Miss Savage recalls 
putting her foot on the land and claiming it for 
the Lord. The congregation went ahead and 
purchased two acres in another location, but 
did not feel the direction of the Lord to build a 
new church during this ten-year period. Now 
that it is imperative to relocate, the original two 
acres in the better area was made available to 
them and they were able to sell their two acres 
and purchase this property for their new 
church. “God reserved these two choice acres of 
land for us,” testifies Miss Savage. 


Another result of the revival in the church is 
a new youth choir formed under the leadership 
of Tammy Broker, a college student. The youth 
are soon to begin a weekly outreach ministry in 
Libby Park where the church youth choir and 
musical groups will sing and share the reality of 
Jesus Christ in their lives. Today six young 
people from the Ojai Church attend Christian 
colleges (three attend LIFE Bible College) pre- 
paring for Christian ministry. 

This month the congregation will participate 
in “Here's Life America,” an evangelistic effort 
sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ to 
reach major cities, smaller cities and communi- 
ties of America with the Gospel. 

The adults are thrilled with the move of God 
among the youth of the church. Many of the 
adults have been healed by the power of God in 
this recent move of the Holy Spirit. One gives 
testimony of healing from epilepsy, another 
from diabetes and yet another from spinal 
arthritis. 

“A small church can be a healthy church and 
play a very important part in a community” 
emphasizes Pastor Savage. However, she 
doesn’t feel a church has to remain small. As 
the Spirit of God continues to move in the Ojai 
Foursquare Church, the congregation will con- 
tinue to share Christ in all His fullness with 
their community. (4) 
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in Sunday Evening Service of the Ojai (pronounced O-hi) Church. 


Revival was 
drawing people 
for miles, but the 
city would not 
permit us to 
enlarge. 


PEOPLE: 


The Miraculous 
Comeback of 
Michael Howard Ohler 


“You have a son.” 

This was the good news that gladdened the 
hearts of Daland and Joni Ohler when the 
doctor informed them that Joni had just given 
birth to their firstborn, whom they named 
Michael Howard. 

Michael was a gift from God and an answer 
to prayer, for prior to Michael's birth, Joni had 
suffered two miscarriages. They asked God for 
this child and He granted the desire of their 
hearts. How thankful these new parents were 
on that day of November 14, 1968. But, little 
did they realize the dark days that lay 
ahead—days that would stretch into 19 long 
months. 

Immediately following Michael's birth it was 
discovered that he had yellow jaundice. This 
condition would necessitate a blood exchange. 
Daland and Joni were not alarmed, but believed 
God for his healing. At the time of Michael’s 
birth, Daland and Joni were attending LIFE 
Bible College in Los Angeles, California prepar- 
ing for the ministry. Both were “Preacher's 
Kids,” Daland, the son of Reverend Walter 
Ohler and the late Mrs. Walter Ohler, and Joni 
the eldest daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Howard 
Clark, Eastern District Supervisors. They had 
been taught, from childhood, to look to God 
for healing and to put their trust in Him. God 
healed Michael ‘of yellow jaundice and the 
| blood exchange was not made. 

It was not long, however, before Daland and 
Joni noticed an abnormality in Méichael’s 


__ development. He was not able to digest his food 


properly, had continual diarrhea, bleeding and 
was a discontented baby. By the time he was six 


Reverend and Mrs. Daland Ohler recently ac- 
cepted the appointment of Associate Pastors of 
the Glendale, California Foursquare Church, 
following a four-year pastorate in Mount 
Vernon, Ohio. 


months old, he had gained little weig] 
prayer and looking to the Lord for heal: 
felt they must seek medical help when 
condition showed no signs of imprc 
Doctors in Los Angeles were puzzled 
able to diagnose his illness. 

Upon graduation from LIFE Bible C 
1969, Daland and Joni returned east an 
in Mount Vernon, Ohio where they . 
the appointment as Eastern District Y 
rectors. In Mount Vernon, they con 
pediatrician who hospitalized Michae 
immediately in order to run tests. A ds 
in Michael's digestive system and a lac 
zymes in his body was the diagnosis 
bowels were in a deteriorated state, th 
felt that the only thing that could be « 
him was to put him on a special foods’ 
this rigid diet Michael was only allowe 
natural foods. 


Six months to live 


During the months that followed, 
was in and out of Martin Memorial Ho 
Mount Vernon and his condition beca 
gressively worse. In February of 1970, 
sent to Children’s Hospital in Columbt 
where he was placed in the Case Study 
under the care of a specialist and a s 
Michael's case was diagnosed as Sprue, 
disease of the bowels. Daland and Joni ' 
formed that most children with this dis 
not survive beyond six months. At this 
was also discovered that Michael had tu 
his bowels. A biopsy was performed to 
the tumors. 

While Michael was in the recovery 
Joni noticed that he was not recoverit 
the anesthetic, his abdomen was cor 
distended and he was turning blue. A 
doctor was summoned; he diagnos 
Michael's intestine had been perforated 
gery. 

Immediately, Michael was rushed bz 
surgery and several feet of his intestine | 
moved and a colostomy performed. Pe 
set in and Michael's condition weaken 
doctors did not know if he would recov 
the surgery. For three weeks he was in it 
care; one day he would show some ir 
ment and the next day his condition 
worsen. 

After the peritonitis was arrested, h 
oped an infection and ran a high fever 
placed in isolation for several week 
doctors would shake their heads and sz 
don’t know what to do for the child.” A 
Michael's parents were only allowed to 
for a few minutes each day and were 1 
mitted to touch him for several week 
faithfully traveled the 40 miles from 


yn to Columbus for daily visits. 

‘ing this period, Michael refused to walk 
gan walking when he was nine months 
and lost his will to live. The doctors felt it 
1 be best for Michael, emotionally and 
ologically, to send him home as there was 
1g more medical science could do for him. 
hoped being home with his family would 
e his will to live. Michael was home only 
reeks when his colostomy perforated and 
is rushed back to Children’s Hospital in 
nbus. Within 24 hours, his third surgery 
erformed. 

the doctors decided they could not do 
er colostomy (they did remove more of 
testine), a closure was performed. They 
ned his parents that they didn’t know 
his chances were as they felt his prognosis 
ery poor and at least, he could have some 
alcy with his bowels. Again Michael was 
ome to be made as comfortable as possi- 
"he doctors could not say how long he 
1 live. 

m after, an Eastern District Camp Meet- 
ras held at Camp McPherson in Ohio. 
id encouraged Joni to attend with the 
despite Michael's discomfort. As Michael 
1 constant pain and cried most of the time, 
yas not able to attend the services, but was 
1 to remain in a trailer on the camp- 


ds. 


was at this time that Daland and Joni 
>d a point of desperation. Joni recalls how 
It at the camp meeting: “I just couldn't 
o see him suffer any longer, and I found 
f angered by it. His condition was very 
ssing. He had constant diarrhea and no 
ite. Emotionally, he could not tolerate 
uncomfortable situation, was afraid of 
e and was irritable. I thought,” Joni 
rr shares, “Lord, if Michael is going to die, 
might as well allow him to enjoy the time 
s left. I’m just going to trust You, and if 
re going to take him, fine.” 
yas almost noontime and Joni decided to 
Aichael spaghetti for lunch, a dish that he 
, but was never able to digest. He ate the 
plate of spaghetti and it was the first time 
med satisfied, in many months, following 
al. He was able, also, to keep down the 
of milk his Mother served him (he had not 
1ilk in over a year). 
the camp dining hall, at lunch time, 
id rushed up to his wife and shared with 
hat God had impressed upon him during 
orning service. He felt God directing them 
tin feeding Michael normal food and trust 
© Jesus. Joni responded, “Well, I've al- 
fed him spaghetti.” They both laughed 


about it, but Joni confesses that in her heart she 
was still a little fearful. 

Later that day, one of our former Foursquare 
missionaries, the late Reverend Juanita Updike, 
shared a message with Daland and Joni that 
God had given her in a dream. She stated that if 
they would trust God and feed Michael normal 
food, God would heal him. Daland and Joni re- 
ceived this message as a confirmation that they 
had not acted unwisely in feeding Michael spa- 


ghetti, but that God had directed them in this 7” 


important step of faith. 


From that day, Michael's condition improved rl 


steadily and he was able to digest his food. He 


began to gain weight and at the time of his ™ 


second birthday (four months later) he could ws 


‘wear Size 2 clothes. (He had been wearing 


clothes for a six month old baby.) Michael had 
suffered from anemia, as well, and tests follow- 
ing his healing showed his blood count going 
up. And, he began to walk again! 


Michael's pediatrician in Mount Vernon was 
dubious of what they had done when Daland 
and Joni shared Michael's testimony of healing 
with him. He felt this would only harm 
Michael. However, he did state that they didn’t 
have much choice as it did not appear he would 
recover from his illness. The specialists in Co- 
lumbus just shook their heads and couldn’t un- 
derstand the miracle that had taken place. 


The medical bills of over $13,000 incurred by Be: 
Michael's illness were miraculously met. God | 


supplied the finances to meet these financial 
obligations through several channels. Today, 
all their medical bills are paid. 

Daland and Joni were careful to follow the 
Bible pattern for divine healing as set forth in 
James 5:14. During this time of trial, they 
especially stood on Psalm 103:3 and sought the 
Lord, many times, for Michael's healing. 
Although times of discouragement and depres- 
sion came, they continued to stand on God's 
Word and confess His promises. They testify, 
“If it were not for the Word of God, we don’t 
think we would have been sustained through 
this time of trial and testing.” 

This month, Michael will celebrate his eighth 
birthday. And, today, he is a normal and 
healthy boy. A good swimmer, Michael was on 
the Junior Olympics swimming team and is 
now participating on a soccer team. A straight 
A student, he has not missed a day of school in 
the past two years. 

Michael is living proof of God’s promise, 
“ ..who healeth all thy diseases” (Psa. 103:3). 
Daland and Joni Ohler are especially thankful 
at this Thanksgiving season for God's faithful- 
ness to His Word and His loving kindness to 


His children. ry 
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By Charles Perry 


Right: Mrs. Erickson receives 
gift from Church UFW =———§ 
representative. Below: Dr. tee 
Erickson is greeted by family - 

member, Mrs. Paul Curry, © 
who was present for Tribute 
Service. 


DR. K. W. ERICKSON HONORED 
35 YEARS OF FAITHFUL MINISTRY 


The first Sunday in July, the congregation of 
the Decatur, Illinois Foursquare Church, to- 
gether with many friends around the world, 
paid tribute to Dr. K. W. Erickson who com- 
pleted 35 years as pastor of the Decatur Four- 
square Church. For 25 years, Mrs. Erickson 
ministered alongside her late husband, Dr. 
Kenneth Erickson. Upon Dr. Erickson’s promo- 
tion to his heavenly reward in 1965, Mrs. 
Erickson assumed the pastorate. Since that day 
the church membership, individually and col- 
lectively, gives testimony to the effectiveness of 
her ministry. 

Present for this memorable occasion were 
Dr. M. E. Nicholls, General Supervisor of Four- 
square Churches, and Great Lakes District 
Supervisor, L. T. Charter who ministered, 
respectively, in the Morning and Evening 
Services. A special Sunday afternoon television 


\\\ program honoring Dr. Erickson was televised. 


| Telegrams, messages and tape recordings, 
which were received from around the world 
paying tribute to Mrs. Erickson, were shared. 
Ministers, friends and representatives from 
each department of the Church also partici- 
pated. Mrs. Erickson’s three daughters and 
their respective families were also present. 


DR. HAROLD HELMS APPOINTED TO 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS PASTORATE 


At the July 4th Sunday Evening Service of the 
Decatur, Illinois Foursquare Church, Super- 
visor L. T. Charter, together with Dr. M. E. 
Nicholls, General Supervisor, and the Church 
Council and officers laid hands on Dr. and Mrs. 
Harold Helms, officially installing them as the 
new pastors of the Decatur Church. Dr. K. W. 
Erickson, who was honored on this day for 35 
years of ministry as Pastor of the Decatur 
Church, will continue to minister in the 
Decatur Church as Administrative Pastor. 

Dr. and Mrs. Helms joined the Decatur Four- 
square Church staff in 1974 as Associate Minis- 
ters. Dr. Helms served as Dean of Students at 
» Mount Vernon, Ohio Bible College for nine 
» years. Prior to their appointment to the Bible 
College, Dr. and Mrs. Helms served as pastors 
of churches in the Southeast District for 16 
years. Dr. Helms has also ministered extensive- 
ly in youth camps, camp meetings, conventions 
and evangelistic campaigns. (a 
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A Living Gift... 
A Loving Gift 


A Living Gift... how wonderful to contem- 
plate. We have such a gift from God, even His 
Son Jesus Christ. It is true that He died, but also 
true that He arose and ever liveth. Listen to His 
words: “Because I live, ye shall live also,” and 
“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be- 
hold, Iam alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death” (John 14:19, Rev. 
1:8). 

It has been my observation that Christians 
are becoming increasingly reluctant to invest 
their funds in temporary expressions of sym- 
pathy. Instead, there is a growing desire to 
honor the memory of a loved one or friend by 
sending a gift to some Christian ministry. 

I can think of no better or more thoughtful 
way to express your sympathy at the death of a 
loved one or friend than to perpetuate your 
sentiments through a living gift to Foursquare 
Foreign Missions, your church, LIFE or Mount 
Vernon Bible Colleges, in their name. Not only 
would this indicate your sympathy and love, 
but your concern for the continuance of the 
preaching of the Gospel so that all men may 
have the opportunity of hearing. 

Even though most Christians support their 
church, and many are capable of and do make 
sizeable contributions for special endeavors, 
they do not feel that they can make a worth- 
while contribution to the “Living Memorial” 
concept. In the first place, it is not the size of 
the gift, alone, that is important, rather, that 
each one is doing what God enables him to do. 
We offer a few possible suggestions: 

1. First, everyone should have a Will! This is 
the only way you can be certain of the disposi- 
tion of your estate, that it is done as you wish it 
to be. When you make a will, remember your 
church with, at least, a tithe. 

2. You may want help in Estate Planning, 
Living Trusts, Giving Through Life Insurance, 
Giving and Establishing a Life Income Plan, etc. 

We invite you to write: Charles Perry, De- 
partment of Stewardship and Estate Planning, 
1100 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, California 
90026 for detailed information to your ques- 
tions. (4) 


EDUCATION: 


It was in 1928, just five years after the found- 
ing of the Foursquare Organization, that Dr. 
Anna D. Britton, Foursquare minister, founded 
LIFE Bible College of Canada. Her motto was, 
“Christ for Canada”. Forty-eight years later, 
the challenge of her motto remains and the 
Bible College continues to be a training center 
to fulfill this mission. 

Today, LIFE Bible College of Canada occu- 
pies lovely new facilities, erected in 1975. The 
new building includes a library, student lounge, 
prayer room, offices, faculty lounge and class- 
rooms. The Bible College also has use of the 


youth lounge, kitchen facilities and gymnasium LIFE Bible College of 

of the Youth Center of the Kingsway Four- . i 

square Church. . Canada iS making good 
_Commencement Exer- A appa 

cises were aspecial high” WS@ Of its new facilities. 


K. McPherson, President 
of the College and De- 
nomination, was present 
and brought the Com- 
mencement address. 
Eleven students were a 
part of the graduating 


Dr. A. E. Wolf, Dean class. 


Dean, A. E. Wolf, who has served in this 
position since 1965, reports an enrollment for 
the fall semester of 35 students. Today, both 
daytime and evening classes continue to be a 
resource center for both laymen and ministers 
who desire a solid spiritual grounding in the 
Word of God. Three and four year diplomas 
are attainable upon graduation. 


In its outreach program this year, the college 
ministered in a native village in northern British 
Columbia. Ministry to the adults was on a 
holiday weekend and by means of a Vacation 
Bible School conducted during the summer. 
College teams ministered in many of Canada’s 
Foursquare Churches. Assisting in the college's 
promotion and outreach ministries to the 
churches are Dan and Jean Howton, June grad- 
uates. 

Spirit-led and Spirit-filled men and women 
are dedicated to the training of lives for Chris- 
tian ministry at LIFE Bible College of Canada. 
These include: Reverend V. F. Gardner, Execu- 
tive Director; Dr. A. E. Wolf, Dean; a newly 
formed Board of Regents; and the faculty. 
“Canada for Christ” is their vision! 


Top: School's logo. New 
campus building and Youth 
Center. Bottom: Newly 
formed Board of Regents (left 
to right); Rev. Robert Glass, 
Rev. John Schmidt, Mr. Norm 
Hogg, Rev. Ross Fox, Mr. 
William Alcock, Mr. Dave 


Buzza. 


For information regarding LIFE Bible College of 
Canada, write: 


5608 Inman 
Burnaby, B.C. V5H 2L7 
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4th Annual Youth 
Camp, Baja Calif. 
Below: A Colombian 
woman who was 
healed of diabetes. 


See stories on this 


page. 


Rev. Ernesto 
Murillo, Supervisor of the 
Foursquare work in the Re- 
public of Panama, has con- 
ducted over 40 evangelistic 
crusades in several of the 


Si “ countries of the Western 


»? Hemisphere. A most recent 
campaign was conducted in 
| Monteria, Colombia where 
over 600 souls were saved and 
people with incurable and 
chronic illnesses healed. 
Nightly attendance reached 
4,000. The following women 
were among those healed: 

Mrs. Doria, a diabetic for 15 
years. She also accepted 
Christ as her Savior and is 
now able to eat foods she was 
not able to eat prior to her 
healing. 

Another lady, Mrs. Elena 
Hernandez, was healed of an 
ulcerated leg from which she 
suffered for 28 years. On a 
Monday night she accepted 
Christ, and by the following 
Saturday her leg was com- 
pletely healed. 

God instantly healed Mrs. 
Marlene Macea of a tumor 
which she had for five years. 
Five doctors attended her, but 
without results. 


Missionary Ludwig 
Mantei, working with Dorothy 
Sharp and Doug Briney in the 
4th annual Youth Camp in 
Valle de Trinidad, Baja Cali- 
fornia, reports 17 decisions 
for Christ, 2 filled with the 
Holy Spirit and 14 baptized in 
water. 


Street meetings 
are still effective, reports Mis- 
sionary Michael Frederick 
who shares the following tes- 
timonies: 
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“A 


certain family was hav- 
ing problems. The wife went 
to visit a sister who sug- 
gested that they go and hear 
the Evangelists who were 
preaching in the street every 
night. As they approached the 
street meeting, the wife be- 
gan to hunger for the Lord. At 
the time, her husband was 
working away from home. The 
mother and children contin- 
ued to attend, night after 
night. When the husband re- 
turned home, he refused to 
attend the meetings. The wife 
became ill and steadily grew 
worse. She had heard about 
divine healing in the services. 
Finally the husband went to 
the church to ask for prayer. 
As a result the wife was 
healed. 

“Soon another child was to 
be born to these parents. At 
the same time it was discov- 
ered that the husband had 
cancer of the blood. The 
doctors said the baby would 
have the same disease, as 
well. Again, there was prayer. 
The husband was healed and 
a beautiful baby boy was 
born. The message from the 
Foursquare Church brought 
salvation and healing to this 
home.” 

“Little Pablo Gabriel Gon- 
zalez had the measles and 
mumps at the same time. This 
brought complications. With- 
in the week the child was ina 
coma and was flown to the 
Children‘s Hospital in Buenos 
Aires. With no cure for him, 
and after remaining 27 days, 
he was sent home to Cipol- 
letti, Rio Negro Province. 
Pablo’s aunt and a Pastor 
came to visit him. Through 
their prayers and many visits, 
the child began to regain his 


sight, hearing, sense of touch 


sa ln 


and speech. The family at- 
tends the Foursquare Church 
and are thankful to the Lord 
for this miracle. The doctors 
are amazed!” 


‘Healings contin- 
ue to be manifested in El Sal- 
vador, reports our Missionary, 
Charles Gosling. In Zacateco- 
luca the Pastor and a worker 
were visiting homes. At one 
home they met a little girl 
who, as a result of an illness, 
had both arms drawn up and 
stiff so that she could not 
move them. This condition 
lasted 12 days. After witness- 
ing to the family about divine 
healing, the little girl was 
prayed for. The Pastor told 
her to stretch out her arms. 
She obeyed and God instantly 
healed her. 


At the last Na- 
tional Convention in Costa 
Rica, four young men gradu- 
ated from the Villa Nielly 
Foursquare Bible Institute. 
All are pastoring Foursquare 
Churches in different areas of 
Costa Rica. Each is also 
teaching in the TEE Program. 

This Bible Institute is lo- 
cated in the Southern Zone of 
Costa Rica, near the Panama 
border. Missionary Dorothy 
Buck began the Institute in 
1972. Rev. Jorge Segura 
assisted her in the work as a 
teacher. In 1973, Missionary 
Jackie Coppens became Di- 
rector. She began to organize 
the Bible Institute extension 
work in the Southern Zone of 
Costa Rica. Around 60 stu- 
dents were enrolled in 1974- 
75. The extension program is 
now carried on by the Costa 
Rican workers. Miss Coppens 
now serves in Guatemala 


So. African river and 
mountainside. Below: 
Portion of 
congregation gathered 
for Crusade in 
Colombia with Rev. 
Ernesto Murillo. See 
story page 12. 


working with the TEE Pro- 
gram. Rev. and Mrs. Bill 
Pritchett serve in Costa Rica 
as our Foursquare mission- 
aries. 


A three-day UFW 
Congress, for all the Four- 
square Churches in Venezue- 
la, was held in Tariba, Ta- 
chira. This was the first UFW 
Congress conducted on a na- 
tional scale. Six women were 
baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and several saved. A beautiful 
spirit prevailed throughout 
the Congress. A total of 500 
ladies attended with nearly all 
the churches sending delega- 
tions. 

Theme for the Congress 
was “Chosen Vessels: the 
Virtuous Woman’. Rev. 
Esilda Silva, Foursquare min- 
ister from Panama, was the 
guest speaker. Classes deal- 
ing with women’s roles in the 
home, as singles, wives, 
mothers and daughters were 
conducted each morning. 
Classes on Evangelism and 
The Holy Spirit were also 
held. Teachers’ included 
women from our Venezuelan 
Churches. 


The Evening Services pro- 
vided instructional teaching 
from the Word. Each service 
included an evangelistic ap- 
peal. On Saturday afternoon a 
discussion was held with 
questions submitted by the 
Congress delegates. A pa- 
rade, through town and end- 
ing at the main plaza, was 
conducted on Sunday after- 
noon. Invitations were ex- 
tended to the townspeople to 
attend the Evening Service. 
About 100 visitors attended as 
aresult. 


One afternoon, handcrafts, 
made by the women, were 
displayed and sold. Monies 
received will be used for UFW 
outreach ministries. 


Pastor Rafael Perez, of the 
Foursquare Church in Bar- 
rancabermeja, Colombia, was 
the guest evangelist in a cam- 
paign held in Venezuela, re- 
ports Missionary Loren Ed- 
wards. Around 1,000 attended 
nightly with 300 first-time de- 
cisions for the Lord made. 
Many healings took place, in- 
cluding a crippled boy who 
was able to walk perfectly 
after prayer. 


Missionary and 
Mrs. Lewis Ziegler relate what 
it is like to take the Gospel for 
the first time to a group of 
people who have never heard. 

“Around the bend in the 
road, the scene that met our 
eyes was breathtakingly 
beautiful. The cliff walls that 
reached skyward seemed to 
plunge to the valley floor 
below. Along the cliff side 
was a small track. This was 
the one that would take us 
down the mountain into the 
valley. There, we would cross 
the river into the dwelling 
place of many tribal people 
who were yet unreached with 
the Gospel. 

“Breathing a prayer, we 
began the steep climb. The 
sun had already started to 
cast long shadows. It was 
necessary for us to reach the 
valley while good light per- 
mitted us to view the hidden 
rocks, boulders, and the great 
wide gaps in the tracks. After 
two and one-half hours and 
three miles later, we breathed 
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ly reached the smooth tracks 
along the river that would lead 
us further into the valley. We 
crossed the river on foot and 
made our way to the small vil- o 


lage of some 35 families. 


“The Evening Service was fii 


held in a mud hut filled to § 
capacity with around 140 peo- | 


ple present. They seemed to if 
look upon me with some Ry 
anxiety, wondering what this By ~ 


man was doing in their valley. } 
Looking out across the faces 
of these people, one could 
see a need to know Him who 
gives joy in place of sorrow. 
Outwardly, this is a peaceful 
valley and a peaceful people, 
yet within the hearts of these 
precious people there is tur- 
moil and unrest. As we made 
our way up the valley and 
along the track leading to the 
road above, singing drifted 
upwards from along the valley 
floor. This was but the begin- 
ning of what God would do in 
the hearts and lives of these 
precious people. What a privi- 
lege to take the Gospel for the 
first time to a people who 
have never heard. We are 
thankful for each of you who 
made this outreach possible.” 


District Missionary Giving 


District Jan. - Sept. 1976 
Angelus Temple $137,167.10 
Eastern 106,216.26 
Eastern Canada 7,536.95 
Great Lakes 173,199.02 
Midwest 108,324.36 
Northwest 149,281.39 
South Central 58,624.60 
Southeast 61,549.72 
So. California 159,936.32 
Southwest 143,848.81 
Western 83,478.95 
Western Canada 50,853.23 


ADVANCE 13 


WORLD 


OPEN YOUR BIBLE 


Our minds are 
renewed by the 
Spirit through 
meditation on 
God’s Word. 


@ Chaplain and a Foursquare minister, 


By Reverend Ross Fox 


Transfigured 
Life 


The word “transformed” comes from the 
same Greek word from which the word “trans- 
figured” comes which is used in the record of 
Jesus’ transfiguration on the mount. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to transform 
our minds by the power of the Living Word. 
Our natural thinking is “according to the course 
of this world” (Eph. 2:2). As the heavens are 
high above the earth, so are God's thoughts 
above our thoughts (Isa. 55:9). God has a pro- 
cess of “transfiguring” our minds. The natural 
man cannot think “God thoughts”. The word 
“trans” means “across” or “beyond”. We need 
an adjustment by God to think “beyond” the 
earthly realm. In the kingdom of God, every- 
thing is converse to the ordinary; we give to 
have, we die to live, we go down to be exalted, 
we mourn to be happy, when we are weak we 
are strong, and when we lose we gain. 

Our minds have been dominated by the 
senses so that all the knowledge that we have 
has been sense knowledge. Paul encourages, 
“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
TRANSFORMED by the RENEWING OF 
YOUR MIND” (Rom. 12:2). The renewing of 
our minds will be the transfiguration of our 
minds. At conversion, God commences the life- 
long process of renewing our minds. This mind 
is going to be renewed by the Spirit, and by 
meditation in the Word and practicing of the 
Word until the mind is in perfect fellowship 


CIVIL AIR PATROL CHAPLAIN 
CHOSEN AS I.A.C.E. ESCORT 


Lt. Col. Leslie O. Wheeler, Arizona Wing 
was 
selected by the International Air Cadet Ex- 
change to serve as an escort to the Philippine 
Islands for 21 days. While in the Philippines, 
Chaplain Wheeler was presented with a beauti- 


| ful plaque by General Sarmiento, Commanding 


General of the Philippine Air Force. 
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with the recreated spirit and with the Word. 

Peter tells us that there is “. . .given unto us 
exceeding great and precious PROMISES: that 
BY THESE ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust” (II Pet. 1:4). The “spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him” (Christ) comes only to a “transformed” 
mind (Eph. 1:17). The process that God has 
chosen to transfigure our minds is by means of 
the replacement of human thinking with “God 
thoughts.” By meditating upon the written 
Word we allow the Spirit of God to make it the 
Living Word. It is significant that the first 
miracle performed by Jesus was the turning of 
water into wine. Wine is a symbol of joy. We 
are to meditate upon the WATER of the Word 
until the Spirit of God transforms it into WINE 
(joy). Jesus said, “These things have I SPO- 
KEN, (words) unto you. ..that your JOY might 
be full” (John 15:11). 


The reason, many times, we as believers 
never get into the deep things of God, and our 
prayer life lacks reality, and we seldom plumb 
the depths of the riches of His Grace is because 
we lack a “transfigured” mind. Meditation on 
the Word renews our mind (Psa. 1:2,3). The 
only time “success” is mentioned in the Bible is 
in Joshua 1:8 where we are told we will be 
successful if we meditate day and night to 
observe to do the (WORD) of God. 

There are two Greek words translated as 
“transform” in the New Testament. The first 
“METAMORPHOO"”, meaning to undergo a 
complete change which, under the power of 
God, will find expression in character and con- 
duct. This is a deep inward work of God in our 
beings. 

The other word used for “transform” is 
“METASCHEMATIZO” which lays stress on 
the outward more than the inward. It relates to 
FASHION. It is a word closely related to 

“scheme” or “wiles”. It is said of Satan (II Cor. 
11:14) that he is “transformed” into an angel of 
light. However, it is only an outward transfor- 
mation. Satan is concerned only about outward 
looks, the facade, the front. His is a “plastic 
world” never giving true substance or reality to 
life. On the other hand, God is always con- 
cerned, first, with the inward person and 
secondly, the outward (Matt. 5:21, 27, 33, 38, 
43). 

If we would be “transformed” people, we 
must have “transformed” minds. It only comes 
through allowing the written Word to become 
(through meditation) the Living Word (II Cor. 
3:6, 18). God wills our transformation! Let us, 
then, agree with Him by filling our minds, not 
with problems, but with exceeding great and 
precious promises. @ 


RAYMOND COx: 


current 
events 


comments 


The rescue by Israel of hijacked hostages 
at Entebbe airport in Uganda, a dramatic 
feat which as some commentators put it 
‘‘stole the show on the Fourth of July,’’ 
America’s bicentennial birthday, represents 
an eloquent illustration of one aspect of a 
double prophecy in the Old Testament con- 
cerning Israel’s affect on the nations. The 
first statements of two consecutive verses in 
Zechariah 12:2, 3 proclaim these divine 
decrees: ‘‘Behold, | will make Jerusalem a 
cup of trembling unto all the people round 
about’ and ‘‘In that day will | make J erusa- 
lem a burdensome stone for all people.’’ 

These forecasts deserve considerably 
more attention than they receive. Strict liter- 
alists can probably insist correctly that the 
specific ‘‘day’’ alluded to in verse 3 remains 
future, but events in the Middle East since 
1948 have, to a large extent, reflected pre- 
liminary fulfillments of the two circum- 
stances predicted. 

Jerusalem has long been a ‘‘burdensome 
stone to all nations.’’ ‘‘All nations’’ mean 
the world at large. As such, the United 
Nations Organization professes to incarnate 
world negotiations and opinion. The prob- 
lems of Israel and the Middle East have 
plagued that body since its creation after 
World War II. Really, the U.N.’s first major 
decision legalized the establishment of the 


LETTERS: 


Subscription Request 

I recently got my first issue of ADVANCE 
and am very favorably impressed. I was won- 
dering if it would be possible for you to send 
ADVANCE to my Aunt, also. She has been in- 
volved with Pentecostal teachings since the 
1920's. She also came to Angelus Temple many 
times to see Aimee Semple McPherson. I know 
she would really enjoy receiving ADVANCE. 

LT. G.R.S. 


Pastor Comments 


The magazine is such a blessing to all who re- 
ceive it and read it thoroughly. 


H.H. 


Jewish State of Israel, ‘‘the only constructive 
thing the United Nations ever did,’’ Arnold 
Olson said. This ‘‘burdensome stone’’ con- 
tinues to preempt international attention and 
seems no closer to solution than in 1947. 


Jerusalem also has been a ‘‘cup of trem- 
bling unto all the people round about.’’ All 
the people roundabout are Arabs. Israel is an 
island set among sworn enemies. Yet, with 
the exception of the September 1973 War, 
which Russian threats and_ international 
diplomacy turned from a decisive Israeli 
victory (Jewish forces at time of the cease- 
fire imposed by outside nations were within 
67 miles of Cairo and could have reached 
Egypt’s capital in a few hours; they were also 
within 20 miles of Damascus) to a propagan- 
da win for the Arabs, Israel has come off de- 
cisively the victor in every confrontation with 
her neighbors. A Pentecostal missionary in 
Jerusalem said in the 1948 War, ‘‘l saw 
divine intervention in behalf of the Jews in 
Jerusalem as great as anything in the book of 
Joshua.’’ The Entebbe operation outdid 
Joshua, except, perhaps, at Jericho and 
when he commanded the sun to stand still! 
On the CBS Special, ‘‘The Rescue,’’ which 
told the story of the Entebbe operation, 
(aired Sept. 14) the pilot of the lead airplane 
stated, ‘‘God must have worked some extra 
hours...God must have put in some over- 
time.’’ Israel struck Uganda, 2,600 miles 
from her air bases. Arabs know that no place 
in their territory roundabout Israel is now 
beyond the range of Israeli operations. The 
same distance north, indeed, would take 
Israel 1,800 miles into Russia! Zechariah 
12:3 is happening! Israel is a ‘‘cup of trem- 
bling’’ to all the nations roundabout! ql 


Friends Share 

I would like to receive your magazine, 
ADVANCE. A friend gave me one and it’s 
great. 

F.S. 

Please put me on your mailing list for the 
ADVANCE Magazine. I recently looked 
through a friend’s ADVANCE and really en- 
joyed it. 

B.H. 
Please Discontinue 

Please stop sending the magazine to us. I 

rarely read it. 


Despite the differences we have in suchareas as 
tongues, healing and so on, I hope God will use 
you to bring souls to Himself. Your “Current 
Events & Comments” in the September issue is 


very good! 
Re 
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WOULD YOU . 
like to have a part in giving a church LIBERTY to minis- 
ter more fully while your money earns dividends in a sav- 
ings plan that has been in existence for over 30 years. 


IF SO. 
why not open a passbook savings account in the Inter- 
“ional Foursquare Loan Fund, where funds are depos- 
ad loaned on a 10-year basis to Foursquare churches 


op) \ding and expansion. 


af money is safe (secured by the International 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel) and available to you 
when needed. 


OF COURSE . 

we invite you to make long-term deposits, but requests 
for savings withdrawal have always been promptly hon- 
ored. 


YOUR EARNINGS . 
will be 6% interest from the date of the deposit to the 
date of withdrawal. 


WE’D LIKE . 
a chance to tell you more about 


THE FOURSQUARE LOAN FUND 


For information, please fill in the form below and mail 


it to: 
International Foursquare Loan Fund 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
| Name 
| Street 
| . 
| City State Zip 


REFERENCE DEP, 


Foursquare World THEOLOGICAL UN ~~ Second Class Posta 
ADVANCE 2451 RIDGE RO > paid at Los Angeles 
1100 Glendale Blvd. BERKELEY CA 94? California 


Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 


